1> Never throw litter into the sea as this
YO u Ca n h elp too' *e jsinadvertently swallowed by dolphins and
turtles, resulting in their death

2 > At night time avoid nesting areas,

and refrain from making noise or lighting fires
in the surroundings: turtles may get scared
and therefore stop laying their eggs

3 > If you see a dolphin or a turtle keep
a distance of at least 60 metres

4 > If you are on a boat never chase the
animals, try and keep steering parallel to the
direction in which they are swimming without
changing direction abruptly

5> Do not go into the water to purposely
swim with the animals

6 > If you come across dolphins in the
water do not try to split one of them

from the group; never go near the cetaceans
with calves and do not make any noise,
whistle or shout

7 > Turtles often come to the surface to get
warm, do not disturb them, do not try to feed
them and do not try to capture them
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8 > If dolphins come and play with the waves
in front of your boat do not try to touch them
and never give them any food

Coming across a dolphin or a turtle can
be a surprising and wonderful
experience. However here is some advice
that you should follow to avoid
disrupting their lives and, as sometimes
happens, to come to their rescue

9 > Do not buy live or dead animals

or objects made with parts of their body
and report any offences to the Authorities
(State Forest Ranger Division and
Harbour-Office): the Caretta caretta and
the Tursiops truncatus are internationally
protected species

10 > Report any sightings of animals stranded
G £ on the beach or in the water and write down
any tags they may have as these are used by
& A researchers to keep track of turtles, or look out
for any markings or distinguishing features

@ the Cetaceans may have on their fins or tails
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protecting dolphins and turtles

SOS Dolphins and Turtles
If you have sighted one of these animals in
difficulty, or need to hand over an animal
that you have accidentally caught, or just
require more information, please contact the
numbers below:

Dolphin Research Centre

Lampedusa tel 0922 973092

Marine Turtle Rescue Centre

Linosa tel 0922 972076

Information: Progetto Del.Ta
CTS — Nature Conservation Sector
00183 Roma Via Albalonga 3
tel 06 64960306 fax 06 64960335
promoted by progettodelta@cts.it
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Bottlenose dolphins Where Research and Rescue Centres

7))

protecting dolphins and turtles
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